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Kim Purvis
Hi story and the Internet
Professor McMichael
May 7, 2004
World War I
Duri ng World War I but before Ameri ca's in volvement , Western Kentucky
University was not very concerned with the war. However, by 19 17 Western began to
focu s on th e wa r. In publicat ion s of the Normal Heights start ing in Aug of 191 7, the
1h

paper foc uses almost ent irely on World War I. September 2S 1h to 30 was a Patriot ic
Week that the sc hool supported and encouraged people to attend the ra1lies. In th e
August edition of No rmal Heights, the Patri ot ic week wa s promoted. The who le issue
was ded icated to the war, incl udin g Wilson's speech where he declared war.
Western supported the wa r effort , but at the same time it encouraged studen ts to
stay in school. By stayin g in schoo l and gett ing an education, the stude nts would be of
more help than if th ey were to go off to war. In a letter from Dr. Cherry, he enco uraged
students to stay in schooL Even wi th the encou ragement to stay in sc hoo l, Western 's
enro llment dec reased. Due to the dec rease of students, Weste rn sllspended athletics
during thi s period.
While Western wanted its st udent s 10 stay in schoo l, Western did encourage
students to do their part by buying war bonds. In a fl yer, it talked about two sac rifices
made during war time. The sacrifices were lives and money. For poor peopl e, they had
no choice but to give their li ves for the country. Ri ch men could buy wa r bonds to
su pport the poor men who we re fi ghting . Along with the fl yer is a pl edge sheet to donate
money to the war eff0l1 .

The school's whole focu s, at least from the Normal Heights. see med to be about
the war. Westem began to offer War Emergency Courses in 1918. These courses
included Con versat iona l French, War Service Course in Physics, War Cou rse in Home
Econom ic, War Service Course In Descriptive Astronom y. and War Emergency Courses
in Geography. The only other concent was that of teachers and opportun iti es for them
after school. Women began to be urged to consider positions li ke pri nc ipal because the
men were offfighlin g in the war. More classes opened for women to help them prepare
for suc h jobs. One examp le of a class was " Round tables on the prob lems of the
executive." Befo re the wa r, student pub lications, for example, The Elevator. pub li shed
stories, poems, and jokes. Through the war, thi s al I di sap peared. A fter the war, Normal

Heights began to tell what students were doing and have a fo cus besides opportunities fo r
teaching.
On Augu st 22, 19 18, a telegram was received that stated that a unit of Students
Aml Y Training Corps, S.A.T. e., would be started at Westem. The S.A.T.e. was to he lp
train the men that wou ld be headed otT to war while giving them an educatio n too. Each
student was to have II hours ofmiJitary tacti cs and 42 hours of academi cs each week.
After the war ended, the S.A.T. C. ended. However, in June of 19 19, it was announced
that Westem would begin a Reserve Officers ' Train ing Corps, R.O.T.C. The R.O.T.e.
was created to prepare military men and leaders.

World War II
Westem was affected by World War II. Many of the yearbooks throughout the
war have dedi cations to those who nomla ll y attended Western but were instead serving

their country. The enro ll ment of western dropped drastically du ring the war. Enrollment
had su ffered the previous decade because of the Great Depression but had picked back up
before the war started. During the war, it dropped even further. During the school year
of 1943 and 1944, less than a thousand students were enro lled a ll together. The
percentages of women attending the school compared to men increased as more men
went off to war. At one point during the war, 76.4 percent of the students were women
compared to the 53 percent that made up the student popu lation in 1939AO.
In th e years before World War II, Western was start in g to slowly take on a new
shape. Fo r exampl e, the number of chape ls per week was reduced and students often
found other things to occupy their time. Dr. Stickles gave curren t affa irs talks sometimes
during chapel. Once Europe entered World War II , hi s talks were requested more and
wou ld often run over into the next class period.
Students who li stened to his speeches knew what was happening in Europe but it
did not seem

10

affect them. All of that changed on December 7, 194 1, when Pearl

Harbor was allacked and the li ves of Western Students were changed forever. Many of
the men wondered how thi s wou ld affect them. Life for men at Weslern changed
drastically as many of them weill off to war. On December 12, President Garrett
encouraged the young men to stay in school. He sa id that if the government needed
them, they would be ca ll ed. Many young men vo lunteered anyway.
During World War II, Western had one Japanese student nam ed James Oshiro.
He had started at Western in 1940 as a hi story major. Hi s brother-in-l aw provided for
him but stooped right after Pearl Harbor. Presiden t Garrett ta lked to the students about

Oshiro. He was given a room and ajob in the pres ident 's homc. James Oshiro graduated
fro lll Western in December 1943.
The war a lso affected ath letics. By July I, 194 3, all of the twenty-n ine returning
football players were serving in the military. Western had no cho ice but to suspend
football fro m 1943 to 1945. The basketball team only had two returning members and
those were both substi tutes from the prev ious year. The teamS reco rd for th e next three
years was 45 -38. Basketball players came and went quickly due to the war.

Vietnam War
On April 1, 1943, cadet s were to arrive at Western fo r the College Train ing
Detachment program th at was to start . President Garret felt th at by havin g the C.T.D.s at
Western , Western was doing it' s part fo r the war efTort . They were to obtain 5 month s of
academi c learning and military indoctrination. The cadets were to be housed in Potter
and West hall mak ing the girls who lived there have to find new housi ng. The girls who
had to give up their domls felt li ke they were helping in the war effort, although, they
wou ld mi ss the dorms .
The C. T.D 's enjoyed life at Western. Th e on ly other men on campus were the
ones who had been classified as 4F and religious stud ies students classi fied as c.0 status.
The C.T.D.' s created thei r own ncwspaper while on Ca mpus ca ll ed Open Post. Th e
newspaper con tained arti cles about the wa r and more of the th ings that interested them as
aviation student s. The C.T.D.' s had to be very disciplined and adhere to many ru les, for
example, no wa lking aml in arnl with a youn g lady, no ladies visiting West Hall, bei ng
back by the bugle al 7:45, no sitti ng in cars and no talking between cl asses. Even though

the military students worked hard, they enjoyed going to town on Saturday nights. In the
littl e free time that they had, the mili tary students enjoyed to read fiction books for fun.
War histories and narratives were their second choi ce.
During the Vietnam War, student demonstrat ions eame to Western's campus later
than most of the nat ion alt hough there were protests. When the students joined some of
the radical movements of the time they were not as intense as some other sc hool s. Even
though things at Western were not as intense, President Downing still feared what mi ght
happen. A team of forty to fifty faculty. coaches, and teachers were put into place in case
of tense prob lems. Most of the student leaders on campus were moderate and the
students could voice conccms to the Associated Student Government. The requests of
the studen ts had increased from prev ious years.
Many of the early ra lli es that Western had were not big anti-war protests but
students restless in the spri ng. A demonstration that took place in March ofl962 was
because stlldent s wanted to go to the NCAA Mid-east Regional tollrnamen t and not be
penalized for missing classes. Thi s demonstration la sted for eight hours and had around
five hundred participants. The next demonstrati on that took place at Western was a little
over a year later in May of 1963, invo lving five hundred to one thousand participants.
The demon stration was due 10 rumors that Weste rn woul d be changing the ru les of soc ial
conduct for Western students. Some of the alleged ni les were no holding hands on
campus, student s' heads mu st be in view when in a car on campus, and no ta lking to men
whil e women were laying out. The Dean of Students, Charles Keown , denied the rules.
The next spring, four hundred students marched to the house of Mrs. Pauline Tabor and
threw rocks at her windows . Twenty-three students were arrested. According to the

underground newspaper, The Agitator. the reason for the demonstration was because Mrs.
Tabor ran a house of prost itution. No other papers reported that as the reason. Some
newspapers claimed it was a demonstration j ust because it was spring and things had
been quiet for too long. Western 's campus was quiet until1969.
The Assoc iated Student Congress set up a peace rally for October 15, 1969. The
Peace Rally was a moratorium in protest ofthc Victnam War that was to be held at
co ll ege campuses throughou t the nat io n. They asked for teachers to either ca ncel classes
or to use th e time for a class discussion about the war. Th e University did not ofricially
support the moratorium but allowed students to gather at the Old football stadium for
speec hes. Accord ing to the newspapers before the moratorium, they were expecting
around 3,000 people for the rally. In actuality, only two hundred to four hundred showed

up.
By the fall things seemed to have died down , but aftcr the Kent State affair in

1970, rallies and protests at many ca mpuses began again. A Student activist group call ed
The Volunteers wanted a stri ke on Friday, May 8 to protest the in vasion of Cambodia.
Classes went on as usual but attendance was low. The students had a li st of issues that
concerned them. Some of the issues in cluded that students shou ld not receive college
credit for R.O.T. e., no gun or live ammo on campus, and an open speaker policy. On
Friday, near the administration building thcre was a "s lee p-in" that had around a hundred
people . On May I I, Downing gave the Volunteers an answer to their demands in the
form ofa nine-page paper. Down ing agreed to write a leiter to Nixon to express his
di sa pproval of invading Cambodia and thaI the Academ ic Counsel would look into the
issue of student s receiving college cred it fo r R. 0.T. e.

The protests were not the onl y way th at Western Students expressed themselves
during the years of the Vietnam War. There were many underground newspapers,
incl uding The Apocalypse, The Skewer, and In-Depth. In April of 1969, The Apocalypse
had articles that spoke against the war and also had articles that encouraged people to
expl ore all sides of th e issue. The issue also contained a sa lute to Mr. Moore who dodged
the draft and ned to Canada. But not all of the underground newspapers dea lt with the
war. 71,e Skewer's whole tone was sarcasti c. The main article in one iss ue of the paper
was about chastity and why males should rededicate themselves to virgi ni ty. Three
students who helped with The Skewer got suspended for an article. Another underground
newspaper was III-Depth. The main issue fo r thi s underground newspaper was for people
to vote aga inst the proposed studcnl constitution. Ot hcr underground newspapers started
in respon se to Ill-Depfh. One of these newspapers, A LillIe Bit Deeper, encouraged
students to vote yes to the proposed student constitution .

